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News from the Dean’s Suite

Five Matarazzo Scholarships Awarded

The James M. Matarazzo Scholarship Fund was estab-
lished in 2002 to honor Dean Emeritus Matarazzo at
his retirement. The fund, which continues to grow
through donations from alumni, provides merit schol-
arships to GSLIS students who are focused on corpo-
rate librarianship.

The first students to receive the scholarship are:
Patrick Clapp, who has a background in mechanical
engineering; Erin Logsdon, who works at Fidelity Cen-
ter for Advanced Technology and is president of the
Student Chapter of the Special Libraries Association;
Erin Flaherty, who works for Fidelity Research and
Management; Sylvia Welsh, who works as a librarian/
archivist for the architectural firm Payette Associates;
and Joshua Clarke, who works for Publishers Commu-
nication Group, Inc.

Seminar on Writing Resumes,
Networking, and Interviewing

How often should I update my resumé? Is my cover letter
effective? Should I wear a business suit to my interview?
Questions such as these can feel overwhelming and
frustrating for library and information professionals.
Members of Simmons College and NENON (New
England Online Users Group) have teamed up to provide
an evening seminar for the library information world on
Tuesday, April 20, 2004 at 5:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor con-
ference center, MCB. NENON is a network of
information professionals who share experiences in the
latest in information management technologies, database
management, and online search techniques.

Qualified and experienced guest speakers will address the
resources available to this particular career field for
crafting a solid cover letter and resumé, networking
advice, and handling a professional interview. Don't miss
this opportunity to network with experienced
professionals representing diverse fields and
backgrounds in the library information world. And
remember: be sure to bring your questions, business
cards, and resumés to this incredibly informative and
interactive seminar! Sign-in begins at 5:00 p.m., and the
first speaker will begin at 6:00 p.m. The registration fee
is $5.00, but GSLIS students can attend free of charge.
Pre-registration is required for everyone. To register,
please e-mail Gil Rosen (gilbert.rosen @simmons.edu) by
Friday, April 16. Seating is limited, so register early!
Refreshments will be served.

Mass Center for the Book Presents Awards

You are cordially invited by the Legislative Committee
of the Massachusetts Library Association to attend Li-
brary Legislative Day at the State House on Wednes-
day, April 7. This is a great opportunity to network
with librarians from across the Commonwealth. And if
you arrive by 10:00 a.m. and make your way to the
Great Hall, you'll get to watch the annual awards cere-
mony of the Massachusetts Center for the Book
(proudly housed in room P-205B at GSLIS). The
awards will be presented to Massachusetts school chil-
dren participating in Letters About Literature, a read-
ing promotion program sponsored by the Library of
Congress in cooperation with Target stores and the
Weekly Reader Corporation. The program asks stu-
dents in Grades 4 through 12 to write letters to authors
whose work has made a difference in their lives.

The awards have been organized by the Center’s ex-
ecutive director, Sharon Shaloo, and GSLIS student
Liz Xavier. Three students will receive awards, 12 will
receive honor letters, and 25 will receive honorable
mentions. The Lt. Governor of Massachusetts, Kerry
Healey, will congratulate the students at the close of
the ceremony. The program also will feature legisla-
tors and MLA spokespeople who will stress the impor-
tance of supporting library legislative issues about lev-
eling funding and “Restore the Core” funding.

Assistant Dean Em Claire Knowles will attend this
event. If you want to attend, join Dr. Knowles at 8:30 a.
m. in the lobby of One Palace Road. The group will
take the “T” to Park Street and walk to the State
House. Continental breakfast will be served, and
GSLIS students will be given a special “Hysterical
Librarian” button to wear. R.s.v.p. to Em Claire
Knowles at knowles @simmons.edu.
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Snapshot: Ernie Di Mattia

“Every person I meet and get to know is like an adventure.”

How did you get interested in library and
information science?

I grew up in the North End. I started as a page
at the Boston Public Library, helping people
find old newspapers and patents. I worked there all through
high school and college. There were several strong librari-
ans at the BPL, really dedicated to meeting people’s needs.
Their knowledge of the resources was inspiring. I was intel-
lectually curious, so I knew the library business would be
perfect for me. I realized that I'd learn how to find informa-
tion, which is the next best thing to knowingit.

How would you describe the connection between who you
are as a person and your work?

I'm a communicator. I grew up in a
family of good communicators. And I
really like meeting diverse kinds of
people. Every person I meet and get to
know is like an adventure.

For me the library is a center for com-
munication. It’s access to information,
sure, but it’s much more.

What’s a passion of yours?
Traveling and making friends with
people from all walks of life. Among
my travels I've been to Australia five

cation and literacy, and Russia three
times, lecturing on advocacy and tech-
nology.

Who or what influenced you a lot as a
kid?

I grew up in Boston’s North End. It
was a great place to grow up, and I'm very proud of my Ital-
ian-American heritage. My father was a teacher and a sports
coach. He worked very hard and was a wonderful man; eve-
rybody loved him. Instead of having me go to the neighbor-
hood school, he sent me to Boston Latin. Students came
from all over the city to go there, and that really influenced
my whole life. Not in the way my father hoped though —
his dream for me was to be a mathematics teacher at Bos-
ton Latin!

Ferguson Library.

As a kid, did you know what you wanted to be when you
grew up?

I wanted to be an adventurer. I read a series of novels by
Howard Pease about a boy named Jim who went to sea and
had many adventures. Books were my passage to other
lands and ideas.

What was a pivotal experience in your life?
Meeting my future wife in the library program at Simmons!

What do you do for fun and relaxation?

I play the piano — popular music and standards. I like do-
ing mathematical games and logic puzzles, and taking
weekend trips around New England.

Ernie Di Mattia, heading to Starbucks in the

Who would you have been in a former life?
My wife keeps reminding me that Casanova was an Italian
and a librarian.

What accomplishment are you most proud of in your life?
My two wonderful children and my two graduate degrees.
Professionally, I'd have to say, working with librarians in-
ternationally, and negotiating the contract for the Ferguson
[Library] to become the first public library in the United
States to have a full-service Starbucks cafe.

What books are you reading right now?
The Leadership Challenge by James Kouzes and Barry Pos-
ner, and Kotler on Marketing by Philip Kotler.

Do you have secret aspirations?

To play piano professionally, even to become
a concert pianist and entertainer. [ really ad-
mire the music of John Williams and Andrew
Lloyd Weber.

What do you like most about teaching?

7 / e What I learn from the discipline of preparing

for class. And what I learn from the students.
Which is often more important than what I
N prepare.

What do like best about your job at the
Ferguson?

Having the opportunity to provide, and more
than that, to 7mprove library service to the
entire city of Stamford—the whole commu-
nity, a universe that has the most diverse
needs of any other type of library community.
Seeing people from the city using library re-
sources again and again fuels me to want to
do more.
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Is the Ferguson exceptional as a public library?

Definitely. The community we serve in the city of Stamford
has such a high level of education, its need for service is
very fine tuned. The more educated people are, the more
they ask from the library, and the Ferguson reflects that.

If you could pick one object from your possessions that
represents something very important to you, what would

it be?

The eagle has always been a fascinating bird to me. It’s
beautiful and powerful; it's a symbol of strength and vision.
I have a large collection of eagle art — carvings in wood,
stone, crystal, copper, bone china, and paintings and prints.

When all is said and done, what would you like people to
say about you?

That I gave back to others more than I received. That I was
a resource, an inspiration, a joy to the people I knew. The
best thing you can say about a person is that you are better
for having known them.

Ernie Di Mattia is the president of the Ferguson Library in Stamford, Con-
necticut. He is a graduate of GSLIS (1965) and teaches Principles of Man-
agement, Fiscal Management, and Marketing the Library.
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April Events

April 2 (Friday) Deadline for Student Petitions. Student petitions to be considered at the April faculty meeting must be
submitted to Dr. Em Claire Knowles in the administrative office, P-111.

April 3 (Saturday) Coffee with Dean Cloonan at GSLIS-West campus. Details to follow.

April 4 (Sunday) Drop-in Advising Forum. Take this opportunity to talk to your advisor before April registration, talk to
fellow students about classes, and look through students’ course evaluations. Prospective students and students begin-
ning in the summer are encouraged to attend. Refreshments will be served. Sponsored by LISSA. Matarazzo Student
Lounge (P-212G), 12:30 p.m.—3:30 p.m.

April 6 (Tuesday) Convergence and Conflict: Digital Archives/Digital Libraries in the Real World. The ins and outs of
craeting, managing, integrating and maintaining digital archives, 5:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m., Browsing Room, Beatley Li-
brary, Main College Building.

April 7 (Wednesday) Massachusetts Library Legislative Day, State House, 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

April 10 (Saturday) Public Library Tour and Networking Event. Take a tour of an interesting new public library in Mad-
bury, NH, and network with New Hampshire librarians. Co-sponsored by LISSA and SLA@S. Transportation will be
provided by LISSA. Sign-up information will be distributed on the LISSA listserv soon.

April 12 (Monday) ASIS&T Student Group Meeting, 5:15-5:55 p.m., Matarazzo Student Lounge (P-212G).

April 13 and 14 (Tuesday and Wednesday) LISSA Meetings, Library Renovation Presentation, Daphne Harrington will
give a presentation about library renovations from a librarian’s perspective. April 13, 12:30-1:00 p.m.; and April 14,
5:30—6:00 p.m. Matarazzo Student Lounge (P-212G).

April 13 and 14 (Tuesday and Wednesday) Networking Workshops with Denise Davis, Assistant Dean of Admission
and Recruitment, April 13, 1:00 p.m. and April 14, 6:00 p.m., in the Career Resource Library. This event is geared spe-
cifically to GSLIS students, and is great preparation for the NENON Networking Event on Tuesday, April 20.

April 14 (Wednesday) “Our Passion for Librarianship: Tapping it to Survive Tough Times” Presentation by Steven J.
Bell, Director of Gutman Library at Philadelphia University. The lecture is sponsored by Beta Phi Mu-Beta Beta Chap-
ter (Simmons GSLIS International LIS Society) Lecture begins at 7:30 p.m., Main College Building, C-103.

April 15 (Thursday) SCoSAA Meeting will take place at 5:00 p.m. in the Special Functions Room in the Main College
Building. Feel free to drop by, even if you have to come a little late or leave a little early!

April 16 (Friday) Presentation by Jessamyn West, ALA Council member, co-editor of Revolting Librarians Redux: Radical
Librarians Speak Out, and author of the Librarian.net Web site, will speak at Simmons, 7:00 p.m., location TBA. Spon-
sored by LISSA. Free and open to the public.

April 17 (Saturday) Presentation by Jessamyn West at GSLIS West, 4:00 p.m. Location TBA. See above for details.
April r7 (Saturday) Coffee with Dean Cloonan, 12:30-1:30 p.m., Matarazzo Student Lounge.

April 18-24 National Libraries Week. LISSA hopes to co-sponsor events organized by students at libraries near where
students live. If you're a student or a library employee interested in organizing an event, please contact Andrea
Mercado, LISSA President (andrea.mercado@simmons.edu).

April 19 (Monday) Patriot’s Day, no classes.

April 20 (Tuesday) NENON Networking Event, 5:00 p.m., 3rd Floor Conference Center, Main College Building.
April 277 (Tuesday) LISSA Meeting, 12:30-1:00 p.m., Matarazzo Student Lounge

April 28 (Wednesday) LISSA Meeting, 5:30—6:00 p.m., Matarazzo Student Lounge

April 28 (Wednesday) A Night of Book Lust with Nancy Pearl, author of Book Lust: Recommended Reading for Every
Mood, Moment, and Reason, creator of the Librarian Action Figure and the On the Same Page reading program. Presen-
tation from 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m., Main College Building, 3rd Floor Conference Center. Sponsored by LISSA. Free and
open to the public.

April 28-30 (Wednesday-Friday) Massachusetts Library Association 2004 Annual Conference in North Falmouth, MA.
Find a registration form at http://www.thepyxiscompany.com/MLA/Conferenceo4.pdf. Registration deadline is
April 15, 2004.
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Job Opportunities

Library Assistant A temporary, full-time library assistant
position is available at Kirkpatrick & Lockhart LLP, with a
start date at the end of April or beginning of May. Duties
of this position include mail check-in, routing and proc-
essing of library materials, interlibrary loan, reshelving,
and other duties as assigned. The ideal candidate is
highly organized, but flexible. Law library experience/
some knowledge of legal research a plus. Resumes
should be sent to: Betsy Labedz, Librarian, Kirkpatrick &
Lockhart LLP, 775 State Street, Boston, MA 02109, or
email: elabedz@kl.com.

Sales Administrator/7#e following job notice was submitted by
the XRefer company.] XRefer is a Boston-based, (15 min-
ute by Green Line from Simmons), early-stage com-
pany that is on the forefront of where electronic refer-
ence resources are headed. For more information,
check us out at: www.xrefer.com. Or better yet, use the
xreferplus service (Simmons is a subscriber) at www.
xreferplus.com. We are looking for MLS student in-
terns who’d like to augment their education with the
practical experience of working in a company which is
entirely focused on serving libraries (school, univer-
sity, public, and corporate). You will be paid on an
hourly basis of $10 to $14 per hour (depending on ex-
perience) for up to 29 hours per week. For a complete
job description, please refer to the pre-professional job
binders in the Student Resource Center, or visit Alisa
Libby in P-111.

SCoSAA News

The Student Chapter of the Society of American Archi-
vists (SCoSAA) is planning for the national SAA confer-
ence that will take place in Boston in August. Student
events will include a “mixer,” forum, reception, and
poster session, where several Simmons students will pre-
sent their latest research. Most of the events are still in
the planning stages, so if you would like to get involved,
please contact Aimée Primeaux at: primeaux@simmons.
edu. More information on the conference can be found
at: www.archivists.org.

The group also has launched its records management
project for student organizations. The main purpose of
the project is to impress on student groups the impor-
tance of saving their records and to encourage them to
turn these over eventually to the Simmons Archives. If
you are interested in helping with this project, contact
Nicole Deangelo at: nicole.deangelo@simmons.edu.

Museums, Libraries and Archives:

Summer Institute for Knowledge Sharing

From July 1215, GSLIS will present an intensive four
days of instruction for professionals involved in creating,
sharing, and preserving electronic information in
museums, libraries, archives, and other cultural heritage
institutions. Early enrollment is encouraged. Early
registration deadline is May 1. Course fees: $850 (by May
1); $900 (after May 1). For registration information and
more, see: http://ksi.simmons.edu.

Course Offerings

Based on student feedback received from the February
course survey, we have added Basic Materials Repair
(LIS520U) to the summer schedule. Also, fall courses will
include Introduction to Archives (LIS520P), Business In-
formation Sources and Services (LIS430) and Photo-
graphic Archives and Visual Information (LIS471). For a
tentative list of fall courses, please visit:

http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/courses/schedule.html.

We are pleased to announce that Judith F. Krug, director
of the Office for Intellectual Freedom of the American
Library Association, will once again be teaching Intellec-
tual Freedom and Censorship (LIS 520C) at GSLIS. She
will offer the course in the mornings during the week of
July 19-23, Summer Session II. This is a great opportu-
nity to share discourse on this vital subject with one of
the key voices in our profession.

For schedules please see: http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/

courses/schedule.html.

Summer Registration

April 12 August 2004 graduates, DA students,

(Monday) and anyone with 25+ credits by the
end of the spring 2004 semester

April 13 Students with 13-24 credits and

(Tuesday) anyone listed above

April 14 Students with 1-12 credits and anyone

(Wednesday) listed above

April 15 Non-degree students

(Thursday)

April 16 SOAR will close at 9:00 a.m. All

(Friday) changes after Friday, April 16, at

9:00 a.m. will need to be made via
paper — SOAR will not allow stu-
dents to change registration status
online following the official registra-
tion

Information Link

Information Linkis the monthly newsletter of the Graduate School of
Library and Information Science at Simmons College. Its purpose is to
provide school- and career-related information and to foster community
among the many diverse people who make up the school.

The Link Staff

Em Claire Knowles, Editor-in-Chief
Victoria Thatcher, Editor

Alisa M. Libby, Production Editor
Elyse Pipitone, Proofreader

The Link welcomes your suggestions, comments, and especially your
contributions. Please send comments and suggestions to
knowles@simmons.edu. Send submissions to alisa.libby@simmons.edu.

Note that views expressed by nonofficial contributors to the newsletter are
not necessarily the views of the newsletter, GSLIS, or Simmons College.
The editors reserve the right to edit any material submitted for
publication.

Copy deadline for the May 2004 issue is Thursday, April 15.
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