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News from the Dear’s Suite

The Little School Library That Could

nce Upon a Time

...there was a very small public school library that

didn’t give up. Even after the public school budget was
cut and it lost its librarian. The little library is tucked away in the
Farragut Elementary School in the Mission Hill district of Rox-
bury, near Brigham Circle. It looks out over an old residential
stretch of Huntington Avenue, now run down, where trolleys
rumble past the stoops of drab row houses.

Catalyst for a Partnership

Just down the street and around the

“Walking by it you wouldn’t even know it’s a library,” says Jean
Manney. “It’s just a few rows of bookshelves wedged into a com-
puter area. Simmons students who’ve seen it for the first time
have been shocked. They remember how important their own
school libraries were to them as children, and they see what
these kids are missing.”

So after a lot of meetings in the spring and on into the summer,
the partnership finally came together. As the fall term began,
volunteers from the student chapter of the Massachusetts School
Library Media Association (MSLMA) also got on board. Now, in
November, two exciting projects—a

corner from the Farragut School is
Simmons College. Its stately facade
looks out on a tree-lined boulevard
that winds past art museums and
Fenway Park. Simmons has been
good friends with the Farragut
School for over fifteen years
through the work of the Scott/Ross
Center for Community Service.
Through the Center, which pro-
motes partnerships with organiza-

book drive and an alternative spring
break for 2005—are in the works.

Children’s Book Drive
The GSLIS/Farragut School partnership has

tions in the community, Simmons runs the America Counts
and America Reads programs and assists with an after-school
program. It also provides classroom volunteers, service learning
students, and work-study students. Jean Manney, an Ameri-
corps*VISTA (coordinator) at the Scott/Ross Center, says,
“Although we have had service learning and work study students
at the Farragut School, their library needs have gone unmet.”

So last spring, Manney created a booklet for GSLIS of volunteer
opportunities that included the Farragut library request for help.
With that in hand, she gave a presentation to interested
students. This talk was the catalyst for a partnership between
GSLIS and the Farragut School. Assistant dean Em Claire
Knowles, who was one of the enthusiastic listeners at the pres-
entation, soon set to work mobilizing students to contact the
Scott/Ross Center.

The leaders of LISSA also recognized that the partnership would
be a great opportunity to get hands-on experience and also make
a difference where it really mattered. “We’re going to be helping
a school that’s ethnically and racially diverse and kids who are
traditionally underrepresented,” says Erin Twohig, vice
president. “Librarianship is all about service, and this project is
one way to rally students to give back to the community.”

A Rainbow School

Each day the Farragut School opens its doors to three hundred
bright-eyed children (K-5) who represent a rainbow of races and
ethnicities. They are 40 percent African American, 30 percent
Hispanic, 20 percent Asian, and 10 percent white. Without a
librarian, their small collection has become increasingly
disorganized over the past year, making it difficult to find the
few books they have.

organized a book drive for November 1-12 to
bulk up the library’s small collection of books.
New or gently used children’s books in English
and Spanish are requested. Money is also
appreciated.

Alternative Spring Break in 2005

An Alternative Spring Break is also in the works for 2005. Stu-
dents can sign up to work at the Farragut School for an hour or
an entire day cataloging, purchasing, weeding, sorting, labeling,
and shelving books; reading to children; and creating posters,
signs, and a bulletin board.

The End, and the Beginning

So ends the first chapter of “The Little School Library That
Could,” and so begins the second. No one is quite sure how the
story will turn out, but everyone at the college is excited by what
has happened so far. Larraine Wilson, who coordinates student
volunteers at the Farragut School, is also excited:

“The truth is that we need Simmons students to do what we do
everyday for children. Simmons folks are strong

supporters of what happens in our school. They care about what
we need and they help us to get it. We work together in so many
ways already, so when we found ourselves without a librarian,
Simmons folks wanted to help.”
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Snapshot: Scott Collins

You're a guitarist and you graduated from Berklee Col-
® lege of Music with a degree in composition. Is music the

®  most important thing in your life?
No, surviving is the most important. Especially in
Boston, where rents are so high.

How did you come to apply for this job at GSLIS?

I worked at Berklee for a number of years at the front desk, but I
needed a change. I liked working in an academic environment.
One night I tagged along with a friend to a GSLIS information
session. [ remember that Judy Beals [previous director of admis-
sion] and Em Claire Knowles [Assistant Dean] were there. They
were so sincerely excited about the program. It was great, really
very endearing to me.

What have you been doing since you
graduated from Berklee?

I traveled in France, Germany, and
Poland. I took a bike trip along the
Czech border with a friend. I built an
electric cello with John Harper, a local
guitar maker, for the cellist in the
band I had at the time. I taught guitar
privately. I wrote two books that I self-
published— Hostile Terrain, a book of
writing styles and The Guitar Pattern
Technique Reference Manual Vol. 1. 1
spent the better part of a year re-
searching twelve-tone improvisational
patterns and exotic modal patterns for
two future texts. I played in a series of
bands ranging from metal to folk pop
to live hip hop to electronica. I did
production work for a Columbia re-

cording artist and produced a series of electronic pieces including
some ad work for a pharmaceutical company. I began playing fret-
less guitar to explore the microtonal aspects of Indian and Arabic

music. I studied Indian rags with a Hindustani vocalist and
magam (Arabic improvisation). And there were trips to Iceland,
Scotland, the Netherlands, and Hungary.

What kind of music are you playing now?

Right before coming to GSLIS last January, I joined an improvisa-

tional rock group called TubTime. It’s the free jazz aesthetic but

with a rock band. Another group I play with is the BentMen. I also

play in a jazz ensemble. The concept in these groups is to create
music that sounds like it’s composed but isn’t.

How does that work?
People listen!

How would you describe this kind of music?
It’s like conversation. In conversation you have specific motives

and ideas and devices for how to get the conversation going in the

direction you want it to go in. Sometimes the segue from one
thing to the next is subtle, sometimes it’s blunt. There are no
guarantees.

I tell people I play in an improvisational band and they often as-
sume it’s like The Grateful Dead: there’s a song, you play the

verse, and then people bash out solos for two hours. We're trying

to get away from that.

“My ambition is to have duendein everything I do.”

What instruments do you play?

Guitar and saz, a Turkish stringed instrument. I'd like to go to
Turkey, actually, but I know I can’t right now. I can’t afford to
ship back all the instruments I know I'd buy.

What are your aspirations as a musician?
Everything I want to do is [related to] my own research, whatever
I teach myself.

My ambition is to have duende [magic, spirit, inspiration, fire,
charm, magnetism.] in everything I do.

What do you like best about your GSLIS job?

In every office there’s always a nightmare
co-worker, right? One co-worker where
when everyone goes home in the evening,
the significant other has to hear the horror
stories about this one person in the office.
But there’s no nightmare people in our of-
fice! That for me is a fantastic thing. Also, a
lot of people who come through the Admis-
sions Office are excited to be here, passion-
ate about what they’re doing. It’s great to be
around people like that.

What was a pivotal experience in your life?

On the anniversary of Jimi Hendrix’ death,
the local AOR radio station played his “Are
you experienced?.” I recorded it off the air. I
couldn’t believe what I was hearing! I wore
that tape out playing it and knew I wanted to
play guitar.

Who is someone you admire greatly?

Jorge Luis Borges is one. After he went
blind, he would memorize stories as he constructed them and
dictated them to his secretary when they were done.

What do you do for relaxation?
One thing I like is looking for goofy stuff like paraphernalia re-
lated to Turkish Star Wars, Luche Libre, or Day of the Dead.

What’s a chink in the armor?
I might be all chinks and no armor. I'm a huge procrastinator!

If you had the day off today, what would you be doing?
Practicing guitar or working on my animated flash film for the
Tromadance Film Festival in 2005.

What accomplishment in your life are you most proud of?
I'm happy with all the work that I'm doing right now. It's more
about the journey than the goal.

If you had a motto, what would it be?
Seven times down, eight times up.

Scott Collins, Admission Assistant, works at the reception desk in the
GSLIS Administrative Sutte. When he is not at his day job he is a

professional musician who writes guitar instruction books and plays

regularly in two improvisational rock/jazz groups in the Boston area.
He lives in the North End with his wife, two cats, and a variety of
musical instruments, including a custom-made guitar and a Turkish
saz.
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Two Research Fellows

Carla Magenheimer is the dean’s
fellow for international initiatives.
Her responsibilities involve assist-
ing with GSLIS international pro-
jects including the NEH “Current
Trends in Library and Information
Science” for Iraqi librarians and
archivists, and the Simmons Col-
lege GSLIS 1ot Anniversary Con-
ference for Vietnamese Librarians.
Growing up in suburb of Los Ange-
les made Carla realize she needed a
simpler life, so she eventually moved to Montana for her under-
graduate degrees in physical education and elementary educa-
tion. After 17 years teaching elementary school in Reno, Poland,
The Netherlands, and Egypt, Carla has decided to make a career
change and is excited about her new future. As a part time
GSLIS student, she will focus on academic libraries and would
like to go abroad again to work when she finishes her degree.

Folks on the Move

Gerald Benoit (assistant professor) recently published his article
"Application of Markov Chains in an Interactive Information

Retrieval System" in an early 2005 edition of Information Process-

ing & Management. His book chapter "Bioinformatics" appears
this month in The Annual Review of Information Science & Tech-

nology ( vol. 39). Another book chapter—“Theory of Communica-

tive Action"—will appear in Theories of Information Seeking
Behavior, edited by Karen Pettigrew-Fisher (in press, 2005).

Farouqua Abuzeit is the Dean’s
Fellow for the Massachusetts Cen-
ter for the Book for the fall 2004
term. Her responsibilities include
coordination of Massachusetts Let-
ters About Literature 2003, a na-
tional reading and writing promo-
tion program for children and
young adults. Farouqua earned a
bachelor’s degree in liberal arts at
Humboldt State University in Cali-
fornia and a master’s degree from
Simmons College at the Center for the Study of Children's Lit-
erature. Since graduating she has been working in the children's
room at the Cambridge Public Library, but will be leaving that
job on November 1 to become Head of Youth Services at the
Lynnfield Public Library. She will continue working on her MLS
at GSLIS, focusing on the area of youth services.

Support Comes in Many Forms -
Assisting Students with Disabilities

Graduate education can be one of the most challenging experi-
ences of a person’s life. This can be especially true for students
with disabilities because of their need for specific supports.
Many students have accessed support services either in their
K-12 or during their undergraduate experience. Most, however,
are unaware that those supports are still available to them as
graduate students.

An article by Michele Cloonan (dean)
“Monumental Preservation: A Call to
Action” was the cover story of the jour- |
nal American Libraries in September.

Heather Durkin and Kathryn Down-
ing were chosen to be student guest
editors for the January issue of New
England Libraries newsletter. They re-
ceived free registrations to the annual
conference of the New England Li-
brary Association in early October.
They will write articles about the pro-
grams they participated in at confer-
ence and these will be published in the newsletter.

Jim Matarazzo, (dean and professor emeritus) was quoted in an
article entitled “Book Learning”, which was published and
posted online in the Daily Record of Morristown, New Jersey
www.dailyrecord.com.

Daniel Speidel and Laura Casey were awarded a full-time and
part-time scholarship respectively by NELA’s Educational
Assistance Committee.

A new dean’s fellow for the Center for the Book will be
appointed at the beginning of the spring term. To apply,
please contact Denise Davis, Assistant Dean for Admis-
sion and Recruitment at denise.davis@simmons.edu
and Sharon Shaloo at massbook@simmons.edu.
Application deadline is December 1, 2004.

If you have a documented disability, it is important that you
investigate the options for support that the college provides.
Contacting the institution’s disability services provider is the
| first step to determining what kind of support can be offered
| to you. Often students will wait until a problem has already
surfaced before asking for assistance. Unfortunately, they are
not aware that there is no way to “backdate” accommodations
~ | or supports to retroactively address a problem. The institution
is only required to take issues of disability status in to
consideration afferthe student has officially identified with

| the disability services office.

GSLIS faculty have been asked to give students the contact
information for the Office of Disability Services and to encour-
age students who may need some form of accommodation or
support to meet with the office. Faculty members usually do this
through a statement on their syllabus. Todd Herriott, ADA Com-
pliance Officer / Coordinator for Disability Services, is available
to consult with students and faculty regarding issues related to
academic accommodations, institutional procedures, and the
law. Students with documented disabilities should submit docu-
mentation to Todd prior to arranging for a meeting. Todd’s
office is located in the Academic Support Center, Suite P-304.
Appointments should be made by calling the front desk of the
Academic Support Center at x2474. To speak with Todd directly,
you can contact him by calling x2473 or by emailing

todd.herriott@simmons.edu.

Don’t forget: Curriculum Updates posted at
http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/news/curriculum.html.
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November Events

November 4, Thursday, Lunchtime Seminar led by Assis-
tant Professor Amy Pattee: "Young Adult Literature Goes
Multimedia With a Less Than Altruistic Motive: The Case
of 'Gossip Girl' and Commerce”. How “Gossip Girl,” the
new young adult series by Cecily von Ziegesar and 17th
Street Productions, was conceived and created exemplifies
a new type of media production for young people. The se-
ries was sold to Little, Brown and Company, the highest
literary bidder. The series is linked both within the texts
and in production by a website to 17th Street Productions’s
parent company, Alloy, Inc.—a direct marketing firm for
youth. This new type of media production warrants our
close attention, because when we select and recommend
young adult books such as “Gossip Girl,” we will be confer-
ring not just literary approval, but commercial sponsorship
as well. The seminar will take place in P-207 at 1:00 p.m.

November 6, Saturday, SLA@S panel. SLA student chapter
presents a panel featuring special librarians who work in
the advanced sciences industries. The panel will include
Julie Whelan (Massachusetts General Hospital), Tom
Clark (Sun Microsystems), Jillian Amaral (Novartis Insti-
tutes for Biomedical Research), and Deborah Volpe
(PricewaterhouseCoopers, formerly of Teradyne).

The panel will talk about roles and opportunities for li-
brarians in the fields of engineering, medicine, computer
science, and biomedical research. A question and answer
session will follow the panel discussion. Refreshments
will be served. For more information contact Emilie

Codega (codega@simmons.edu). Room C-101, Main Col-
lege Building, 1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m.

November 7-8, 2004 Annual Conference: School Libraries,
the Essential Link. Sturbridge Host Hotel, Sturbridge,
Massachusetts. See www.mslma.org for more information.

November 18, Thursday, The fourth annual Massachusetts
Book Awards will be co-hosted by William F. Galvin, Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth and will celebrate the annual
awards and the opening of the Massachusetts Book
Awards depository in the state library. A reception will fol-
low. The awards will be held at 4:00 p.m. at the State
House. For more information, call 617-521-2719 or email
massbook@simmons.edu.

November 18, Thursday, Lunchtime Seminar, led by Asso-
ciate Professor Jerry Miller: Topic and title to be an-
nounced. Bring your lunch and drinks and dessert will be
provided. P-207, 1:00—2:00 p.m.

GSLIS Tech Lab

The GSLIS Tech Lab aims to provide you with the highest
level of technology available in the field of library and in-
formation science. The Lab has the latest software
(purchased especially for library students) for developing
databases, diagramming and charting, web publishing,
animating, mapping, cataloging, photo editing, and scan-
ning. You can also check out headphones and digital cam-
eras as well as use scan things (flat bed, document, and
slide scanners) and burn CDs.

While in the Lab, you also have the opportunity to learn
new programs with the help of Simmons’ many learning
tools. Technical manuals can be checked out, and in addi-
tion the Books 24 /7 database with online versions of com-
puter manuals and ElementK online computer courses are
available.

For every hour the Lab is open, a knowledgeable assistant
is available for software and hardware support. The Lab
staff encourages you to take advantage of all the new and
emerging technologies GSLIS supports.

Congratulations!
New Officers of the SLA Student Group, 2004-05

Emilie Codega, president

George C. Pino, vice president

Patrick Clapp, secretary

Meg Hines, treasurer (until end of Fall ‘o4 semester)

GSLIS Featured in Simmons Review

The fall/winter issue of The Simmons Review will feature
GSLIS and our one-hundred year history of training li-
brarians from all over the world. The article focuses on
librarians and the critical role they play globally in ensur-
ing free access to information, particularly in countries
struggling with war, poverty, or political tyranny. GSLIS
alumna Henrietta Abele-Derman ('17 LS), a pioneer of
Russian librarianship, will be highlighted. Abele-Derman
was arrested repeatedly for her efforts to bring modern
library practices that she had learned at Simmons to Rus-
sia during the period after the Russian Revolution through
Stalin’s Reign of Terror and spent the last fifteen years of
her life in a gulag. The fall/winter issue will appear in De-
cember. Please visit the GSLIS Administrative Suite to
pick up a copy.

Information Link

Information Linkis the monthly newsletter of the Graduate School of Library and
Information Science at Simmons College. Its purpose is to provide school- and career-
related information and to foster community among the many diverse people who
make up the school.

Staff

Em Claire Knowles, Editor-in-Chief
Victoria Thatcher, Editor

Alisa M. Libby, Production Editor
Christine Sharkey, Proofreader

The Linkwelcomes your suggestions, comments, and especially your contributions.
Please send comments and suggestions to knowles@simmons.edu. Send submissions

to alisa.libby@simmons.edu. For archived issues visit http://my.simmons.edu/gslis/.

Note that views expressed by nonofficial contributors to the newsletter are not necessar-
ily the views of the newsletter, GSLIS, or Simmons College. The editors reserve the
right to edit material submitted for publication.

Copy deadline for the November issue is Monday, November 15, 2004.
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