
G:\library\GSLIS\workshops\handouts\how to search library literature and information science.doc 

06/01/09 

HOW TO SEARCH LIBRARY LITERATURE AND INFORMATION 

SCIENCE ON THE WEB 

  

To Connect to Library Lit 

At the GLSIS Collection Library home page, select Library Literature from the drop-down 

menu. The default search option is advanced search; this allows for more complex searching 

with better results. 

 

Basics 

 Boolean Operators 

 Use “or” to expand search using Like-terms  

EX:  (online catalog or OPAC or Pac) 

 Use “and” to narrow search set to contain two elements 

EX:  (online catalog and academic libraries) 

 Use “not” to exclude an element from the search set  

EX: (online catalogs not public libraries) 

 Truncation 

 Use the symbol * at a word stem to retrieve variations of the term 

EX:  (Librar* will retrieve Library, libraries, librarian, librarianship.....etc) 

 

Searching 

 Enter search term(s) in the three search boxes provided. Remember that you expand 

terms using „or‟ in either box. (It is usually a good idea to express a single concept 

with multiple words in each box. So, instead of „public library catalogs‟ all in one 

box, put “public librar*” in one box and “catalog* or OPAC or pac” in the second 

box. 

 

 From the pull down menu, select where terms will be searched (e.g. title, author, 

journal name, or all). 

 

 Click on the appropriate Boolean operator for your search (e.g. and, or, not). 

 

 If appropriate, limit search by Document Type (e.g. feature article = journal article, 

book, book review, excerpt from book, etc.). The default „all‟ will retrieve all results.  

 

 If appropriate, limit results to full-text or peer-reviewed articles. 

 

 Using the “search history” option located in the menu bar (on the left-hand side of the 

screen), can further modify your search results. It allows you to combine any 

combination of searches you‟ve conducted since accessing Library Literature. 

Combine searches to create new results by clicking the blank box next to each search 

query and then click “start.” 

 

 Icons appear to the left of all found records. They indicate availability of access (e.g. 

full text or PDF).  Icons also indicate availability of articles through other databases 

as well as from our print collection. 
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LIS Indexes: Library Literature & Information Science 
 

 

 

Vendor: H. W. Wilson Company  

 

Coverage:  1984-Present 

 

Subject Coverage: Automation, Cataloging, Censorship, Children's Literature, Circulation 

Procedures, Classification, Copyright Legislation, Education for 

Librarianship, Government Aid, Information Brokers, Internet software, 

Library Associations & Conferences, Library Equipment & Supplies, 

Personnel Administration, Preservation of Materials, Public Relations, 

Publishing, and Web sites.  

 

 

Journal Titles:  Indexes 301 journal titles 

 

Format:  Selected journal titles full-text from 1994; citation only for others 

 

Material Indexed: Journal articles, books, excerpt from book, book review, autobiography, 

bibliography, and etc. 

 

Search Fields: Abstract; Author, Corporate; Author, Personal; Books reviewed; Chapter 

Source; Country of Publication; Dewey Decimal number; Documentation 

type; Form Review; ISBN #; ISSN #; Journal Issue; Journal name; LC 

control #; Language of Document; Notes‟ Physical description; 

Publication year; Source; Subject; Text; Title; etc. 

 

Features: Thesaurus 

 Can limit to peer review and full-text 

 Can save and e-mail records 

 Links for local holdings 

 Search History can further modify your search results. 

 Article Now (If the database does not offer a full-text or PDF article, click 

 on Article Now icon to see if it is available in any of the Simmons College 

 Libraries Databases.)  

 
  
  
 
 

 


