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Collaboration is a key factor at colleges and uni-
versities that successfully engage students, ac-
cording to the Documenting Effective Educa-
tional Practices (DEEP) project, an in-depth 
study of twenty institutions with higher-than-
predicted graduation rates and strong perform-
ance on the National Survey for Student En-
gagement (NSSE) (Kezar, 2005).  Faculty-
librarian partnerships are particularly well 
poised to promote student success by develop-
ing research assignments and active learning 
activities that challenge students to build infor-
mation literacy skills necessary for intellectual 
engagement (Kezar, 2006; Spence, 2005). At 
Simmons, such partnerships have shown the 
potential to improve student learning at all lev-
els: 

 

Case I:  MCC 101 Multidisciplinary Core 
Course 

 

Project DEEP found that effective colleges cre-
ate ñpathways to engagementò by helping stu-
dents understand and employ institutional re-
sources that support learning.  One pathway 
can be established by involving librarians in 
first-year courses to introduce basic library ser-
vices and information literacy skills (Kuh, 
Boruff-Jones, & Mark, 2007). Simmons librari-
ans have played a role in MCC, the two-
semester core requirement for all first-year stu-
dents, since its inception. However, since most 
MCC faculty do not assign research papers in 
the first semester, the Library program for 
MCC 101 has, until recently, been a stand-alone 
orientation, with no opportunity for students to 
apply information literacy skills in an academic 

context. Many students were reaching high-
stakes research assignments in MCC 102 or 
other courses with little or no practical experi-
ence using the Library. 

 

MCC faculty agreed a change was necessary, so 
with their input, several librarians developed an 
MCC 101 library assignment that highlights use 
of the Libraryôs reference collection to enhance 
understanding of course content while promot-
ing common learning outcomes for information 
literacy. Working together to customize the as-
signment for each section, faculty contributed 
their expertise in content and critical thinking, 
while librarians offered their extensive knowl-
edge of information resources and the research 
process.  These introductory-level assignments 
have not only engaged students with current 
course topics, but also set the foundation for 
more complex research requirements in subse-
quent courses by building studentsô research 
skills, habits, and confidence.  Feedback from 
faculty and students so far has been remarkably 
positive, and the Library has begun to document 
an increase in use of Reference services by first-
year students.  (continued on page 2) 
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Faculty-Librarian Partnerships for Engaged Learning  continued from page 1 

Case II: PSYC 201 Biological Psychology 

 

According to Spence (2003), one particularly 
effective method to improve studentsô research 
skills is to integrate information literacy into the 
curriculum (2004). Associate Professor of Psy-
chology Rachel Galli has long been a proponent 
of integrating information literacy in the sci-
ences.  In fact, she even co-presented with a li-
brarian from her previous university at the An-
nual Meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, 
explaining how theyôd mapped exercises in her 
biopsychology courses to the Information Liter-
acy Competency Standards for Higher Educa-
tion from the Association of College & Research 
Libraries (Galli & Duvernay, 2003). 

 

Nonetheless, information access changes 
quickly in todayôs largely digital world, and 
Galliôs students were frustrated last year by one 
of these exercises, part of which required them 
to find print journal articles on their complex 
research topics.   

After encountering many of these students in the 
Library, Reference Services Librarian Rex Kra-
jewski and Information Literacy Librarian Kelly 
Jo Woodside met with Galli to develop an alter-
native plan to meet her learning goals. The result 
was a guided activity, in which students first ex-
amined print journals to become familiar with 
primary research literature in their field, and 
later used this knowledge to identify appropriate 
articles on their own topics in the Libraryôs e-
resource collection.  Results so far indicate a 
deeper understanding of psychology literature on 
the part of students and fewer stressful transac-
tions at the Reference Desk. 
 
Case III: SSW 411B Human Behavior in the So-
cial Environment (HBSE) 

Problem-based learning (PBL), an increasingly 

popular educational approach in which students 

build their knowledge by analyzing and search-

ing for information about realistic situations, re-

quires collaboration between faculty, librarians, 

and also students (Spence, 2004). Professor of 

Social Work and HBSE Sequence Chair  

ñWorking with Kelly and Rex was a terrific experience. Last year they 
identified a problem in my library assignment and provided some 
very useful feedback on what was tripping students up.  This fall we 
met ahead of time and brainstormed some ways to meet my educa-
tional goals while avoiding frustrating stumbling blocks.  
 
The instructional activities they devised were creative and effective 
and very well received by the students. Working together definitely led 
to a better experience for all involved.ò 
 
--Rachel Galli, Associate Professor of Psychology 
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For more information about faculty/librarian collaboration for effective re-

search based assignments in higher education, visit : 
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and laboratory activities. Poster session presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Neuroscience, New Orleans, 
LA. 
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No. 4). Retrieved from  
http://bl -surv-george.ads.iu.edu/NSSE_INSTITUTE/?view=deep/briefs 

Kezar, A. (2006). Librarians enhancing student engagement: partners in learning that build bridges. In C. Gibson (Ed.), 
Student engagement and information literacy (pp. 16-32). Chicago: American Library Association. 

Kuh, G., Boruff-Jones, P., & Mark, A. (2007). Engaging students in the first college year: why academic librarians mat-
ter. In L. Hardesty (Ed.), The role of the library in the first college year (pp. 17-24). Columbia, SC: University of South 
Carolina, National Resource Center for the First Year Experience and Students in Transition. 

National Survey of Student Engagement. (2008). Promoting engagement for all students: the imperative to look within. 
Retrieved from http://nsse.iub.edu/NSSE_2008_Results/ 

Spence, L. (2004). The usual doesnôt work: why we need problem-based learning. portal: Libraries and the Academy, 
4(4), 485-493. 

Mary Gilfus recognized this need when she in-
vited SSW Librarian Gianna Gifford to work 
with students in SSW 411B, a required course 
for the Master of Social Work program in which 
students will conduct evidence-based research 
on a practice topic drawn from their clinical ex-
perience with a specific client population next 
semester.   
 

Gilfus initially asked Gifford to present when 
the papers are due so that students might share 
challenges they have encountered during the 
research process and hear what they might have 
done differently; however, Gifford realized stu-
dents will benefit even more if she can provide 
feedback during the research process. Since it 
wonôt be feasible for her to schedule visits with 
all nine sections of SSW411B, she has arranged 
with Gilfus to use the discussion board feature 
in Simmons eLearning to share research strate-
gies and consultation online. With this model, 
students will get professional support they can 
apply immediately to their research, and they 
will also have an opportunity to teach and learn 
from each other by participating in the eLearn-
ing  discussion. Kezar notes that librarianôs  

use of technology ñcan make an important con-
tribution to active and collaborative learning on 
campusesò (2006). 

 

These cases are just a few examples of how fac-
ulty and librarians are working together to pro-
mote student success at Simmons. Interestingly, 
the most recent NSSE report (2008) indicates 
that the greatest differences in student engage-
ment exist not between college campuses, but 
within them. This finding suggests that an insti-
tution like Simmons can improve student en-
gagement by expanding or replicating successful 
initiatives to reach students in more areas of the 
College. In the case of faculty-librarian partner-
ships, we should work to expand partnerships in 
additional courses and departments. 

 

If you are a faculty member interested in learn-
ing more about working with a librarian to de-
velop engaging research assignments, contact 
Kelly Jo Woodside, x2721, wood-
side@simmons.edu, or the subject librarian for 
your school. 

mailto:woodside@simmons.edu
mailto:woodside@simmons.edu


P a g e  4  S i m m o n s  C o l l e g e   

Although it does not convey the same warm 
feeling as curling up with your favorite novel 
on a drizzly Sunday afternoon, reading elec-
tronic text on an electronic book readers, or e-
book readers, had become a very comfortable 

way to access some of your favorite novels, 
newspapers and magazines. 

 

When the first generation of e-book readers 
made a splash in the late 1990's, they failed to 
catch on with both technophiles and avid book 
readers. By the late 1990s, most publishers 
had focused energies on making material 
available via online databases or secure sites 
on the web. In the past two years, a second 
generation of e-book readers have been re-
leased by companies looking to reintroduce 
the concept on portable online reading for the 
person on the go. These new readers offer a 
fairly large screen (anywhere from 6 to 10 
inches on the diagonal) that acts very similar 
to a printed page. These readers are also 
lighter in weight, have a longer battery life and 
have several gigabytes of memory (and a slot 
reader similar to digital cameras for additional 
memory cards). The technology behind the 
screen has advanced to the point where the 

user has the ability 
to manipulate and 
change text sizes, 
annotate passages 
and look up words 
and ideas in built-
in dictionaries and 
encyclopedias. 
Some of the e-book 
readers even come 
with a free wireless 
connection that 

allows users to download content on the go 
and read e-mail. 

 

The main e-book readers available on the mar-
ket are Amazonôs Kindle, Sonyôs Reader, and 
iRexôs Iliad. 

Rekindling Your Interest in EBooks 
By John Rodzvilla, Library Assistant 

The Amazon Kindle is an electronic tablet com-
puter expressly designed for the delivery of elec-
tronic books, journals and other information. The 
device was released for the 2007 holiday season 
and has sold 240,000 units according to the Tech-
crunch website. The device uses e-ink technology 
to  provide the look of the printed page and has a 
full keyboard that allows the user to annotate text. 
The Kindle also allows users to save passages and 
notes that can be downloaded directly to a com-
puter. It also has a built-in dictionary and is no 
larger than a paperback book. Content can be up-
loaded directly from your computer or bought 
wirelessly from Amazon.com (which currently has 
over 150,000 titles available for the reader). The 
Kindle can also play MP3 files so that you can lis-
ten to your favorite music or even use the Kindle 
for audio-books. The device is exclusively available 
from Amazon.com and retails for $349. 

 

Sony introduced their first e-book reader, the PR-
500 in February of 2007.  In October of 2007 they 
released a second model, the PR 505, that pro-
vided a slightly better reading experience. The cur-
rent model weighs about 9 ounces, has a 6-inch-
diagonal display and has internal memory that 
holds up to 160 books. Both the Sony Reader and 
Kindle have slots for memory cards that provide 
additional storage. The Sony reader has a similar 
screen-reading experience as the Kindle but it 
does not have a keyboard for note-taking. Neither 
of these devices are backlit so a light source is 
needed for reading (just like a real book). The 
Sony reader retails for around $299 and can be 
found at Sony.com and Sony Style stores. Sony 
also has agreements with Borders and Wal-mart 
stores to sell the readers. 

 

The third reader that bears mentioning is the iRex 
Iliad which uses the patented Electronic Paper dis-
play (EPD) to display text. The Iliad comes in three 
varieties, all of which have touchscreens which 
range in size from 8 to 10 inches. The Iliad also 
offers users the ability to take notes and make  
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annotations through using a stylus on the screen.  
The device has Wifi technology and even offers 
the user the chance to do sudoku and crossword 
games. Like the Kindle and the PR505, the Iliad is 
only available with a black-and-white screen and 
is not backlit. Unlike the Kindle or the Sony 
reader, the Iliad can display almost all non-
proprietary e-book formats. The Iliad is quite a bit 
more expensive than the other readers; the small-
est model starts at $600 and the larger screen 
reader is approximately $750. 

 

While these devices may never replace our favor-
ite paperback beach reads, they are a great solu-
tion to some of the special situations in academic 
environments. Think of the shelves of reserve 
readings in the library or the physical strength 
needed to carry around some of today's textbooks. 
Instead of having 10 or 20 books on reserve be-
cause each book has a chapter or two that are es-
sential for a class, e-book readers could be a self-
contained reserve collection for the class; just 
check it out and go. And those biology books that 
don't fit in most book bags can easily  fit on one 
of these 10-ounce devices (all the devices handle 

grayscale images). While several trade publishing 
houses are being very conservative in forecasting 
e-book readers adoption, Amazon and Sony have 
started to focus on developing platforms and pro-
grams for academic institutions. Both companies 
are working with textbook publishers to convert 
textbooks for the readers. Textbook publisher 
have been very receptive to building a market that 
eliminates the costs of printing, warehousing and 
distribution of print books. Sony is 

currently involved in a pilot program with Penn 
State to "test the utility of e-books in a higher edu-
cation environment." (read more at 
http://live.psu.edu/story/34333) 

New ILL Feature: ILLiad Alerts 
 

The Simmons Library recently upgraded its Interlibrary Loan system, ILLiad, to include a 
new feature called ILLiad Alerts. When you log in to your ILL account, you will now see an 
Alerts Feed, powered by RSS, on the right side of the screen.  We will use the Alerts Feed to 
promote new ILL services and systems enhancements, as well as announcements like holiday 
closings.  ILLiad alerts are a great way to stay in touch with whatôs going on in your friendly 
ILL Department!  
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Taking Your Research to the Next Level with ISI Web of Knowledge 

By Rex Krajewski, Reference Services Librarian  

What is ISI Web of Knowledge? 

 

ISI Web of Knowledge is a collection of online 
indexes used to find citations, abstracts, and cited 
references for scholarly research articles in a 
number of disciplines.  Simmons Library sub-
scribes to Science Citation Index Expanded, So-
cial Sciences Citation Index, and Arts & Humani-
ties Citation Index going back 20 years each on 
the ISI Web of Knowledge platform. 

 

How is it Different from Other Databases I use to 
find Articles? 

 

The databases we get through ISI Web of Knowl-
edge are citation indexes.    This means that in 
addition to using these databases to find articles 
about a topic or by a particular author, you can 
trace all the other researchers who cited a particu-
lar article in their own publications.  By connect-
ing articles through citations, you can trace how 
an idea, theory, or research topic has developed 
and changed.  You can also easily identify oppos-
ing and dissenting voices within a field.  Also, by 

identifying the most highly-cited articles within a 
certain discipline, you can get a sense of the ideas 
that have had the greatest impact on further 
thinking and research.   These unique and excit-
ing research strategies can only be employed in a 
citation index like those provided through ISI 
Web of Knowledge. 

 

How can I find out more about using ISI Web of 
Knowledge for my research? 

 

ISI Web of Knowledge databases work like any 
other database for finding articles.  But using the 
cited reference feature allows you to do more so-
phisticated research and evaluation, and really 
takes advantage of all that the citation indexes 
have to offer.  If you have never used cited refer-
ences in research, or searched in a citation index, 
consider getting help from a librarian.  We can sit 
down with you one-on-one in a research appoint-
ment, or we can help you from the Reference 
desk, via online chat, through email, or over the 
phone.  For more information on getting help 
from a librarian, AskNow: 
my.simmons.edu/library/asknow 

Simmons Publishing Trends 
 

ISIõs  Web of Knowledge can be used to track publishing and citation trends for the institution, 

or individual authors 

or works.  According 

to the ISI statistics, 

Simmons authors 

have written over 

1,405 scholarly arti-

cles in the last 20 

years, which have 

been cited by other 

scholars 5,743 

times! 
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Gifts Help Build the Library Collection 

The Library was pleased to accept more than 500 
gift books in the past year!   

 

Notable acquisitions included substantial collec-
tions of contemporary biographies and histories 
donated by John Hunter, Emeritus Professor of 
History, and recently retired GSLIS Professor 
Gerald Miller;  an extensive collection of 120 his-
torically significant works of British and Ameri-
can childrenôs literature donated by Elaine 
Macmann ñMacò Willoughby, a knowledgeable 
commentator on childrenôs books and their  au-
thors and illustrators;  and a radiant folio of 
Woman in Sacred History: a Series of Sketches 
by Harriet Beecher Stowe, illustrated with 25 full-
color chromo-lithographs, which was donated to 
the Library by Sara Huff Dodd, student in Sim-
mons School of Social Work.   

 

From the Gustavus Myers Center, the Library  

By Susan Klein, Associate Director for Collections Services  

added 23 outstanding books about discrimina-
tion and bigotry, and ways to develop equitable 
future communities and societies.  

 

The Library is grateful for the generosity and 
good will of our book donors whose contribu-
tions strengthen and expand the vitality of the 
Libraryôs resources for students, faculty and staff 
throughout the College. 

 

Simmons Library accepts donations of materials 
in all formats, subject areas and languages rele-
vant to the curriculum and the collection.  In ac-
cordance with the Libraryôs Collection Develop-
ment Policy, all materials given to the Library are 
evaluated by the same standards as materials ac-
quired through purchase. For further informa-
tion and/or inquiries, contact Susan Raidy-Klein, 
Associate Director, Collection Services at 
susan.klein@simmons.edu or (617) 521-2747. 

Influential Simmons Authors and Works 
 

According to ISIõs Web of Knowledge, influential Simmons authors ñ that is, scholars who have 

been cited the most by other academic scholars over the last 20 years ñ include:   
  

Teresa Fung (SHS), whose article òAssociation between dietary patterns and plasma biomarkers of 
obesity and cardiovascular disease risk ó (American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 2001) has been cited in 

other scholarly journals 184 times, with some of her other articles on dietary patterns have been cited 

132, 90, and 85 times!   
 

Helen Reinherz (SSW), who has had 17 highly cited publi-

cations, four of them over 100 times each, most related to 

the longitudinal community study, including òPsychosocial 

Risks for Major Depression in Late Adolescenceó (Journal of 

the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 

1993). 

 

Rachel Galli (CAS), whose article òFruit polyphenolics and 
brain agingó (Increasing Healthy Life Span, Annals of the 

New York Academy of Sciences, 2002) has been cited 61 

times, and her 2005 article in Nutritional Neuroscience, 

òAnthocyanins in aged blueberry-fed rats are found centrally 

and may enhance memoryó has already been cited 24 times.  

Most prolific authors include: 
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The Photograph Collection in the Simmons Col-
lege Archives, totaling more than 10,000 images, 
documents the history of the College since its 
founding in 1899.  The collection illustrates all 
aspects of the Collegeôs history.  The Portrait Col-
lection contains images of members of the Sim-
mons community from founder John Simmons, 
to College presidents and deans, and members of 
the faculty such as Wiley Sypher and Eva Whiting 
White.  Images of Simmons buildings vividly il-
lustrate changes in the way the campus looked 
over the years. Photographs of academic pro-
grams, from Home Economics and Library Sci-
ence in 1902,  to retailing, business, textiles, pub-
lications, nursing and child development in mid-
century, to the wide range of options available to-

day, record the rich variety of academic life, 
interactions between faculty and students, and 
changing ideas of how to prepare young  
women for an independent livelihood. 

 

Sports have always been an important part of 
Simmons campus life.  Photographs of Track 
Day, Field Day, and Spring Spree depict the 
communityôs involvement and enjoyment of 
sports and games.  Images of archery, golf, 
gym class, modern dance as well as team 
sports reveal the variety of athletic activity at 
Simmons over the years. 

 

Student activities and residence life are de-
scribed in photographs spanning the century.  
Images of popular traditions such as the Olde 
English Dinner, the Freshman-Junior Wed-
ding, Step-Singing and the Ghost Walk pro-
vide insight into aspects of student life that 
disappeared years ago, while others such as 
May Day and Parentsô Weekend  continue.  A 
large collection of photographs document resi-
dence life, including images of small houses 
that once dotted the residence campus and 
provided home-like environments for students  

 

A Photographic History of Simmons College in the Archives 

By Donna Webber, College Archivist and  
Jason Wood, Associate Archivist and Records Manager  

Visit the Archives  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

 

Call 617-521-2440 or email archives@simmons.edu  

to schedule a personal appointment 


