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Students applying to each of 
the four graduate programs 
in the School for Health 
Studies must satisfy a 
statistics prerequisite prior to 
matriculation.  According to 
Math and SHS Professor 
Robert Goldman, “When 
students need to take 
statistics or want a refresher, 
they have to go to another 
school because Simmons 
doesn’t offer it.” In addition, 
few statistics courses are 
available online because it is 
a difficult subject to master 
without proper support and 
monitoring.
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Goals

To offer an online 
statistics course
that prepares 
students for entry 
into any of the SHS 
programs.

To tailor the course 
to meet the special 
nature and 
requirements of the 
programs within 
SHS.

To create a model 
that others can 
adapt to meet their 
own needs.

WebStat, developed in 
collaboration with PTRC and a 
team of “stats mavens,” is 
designed to meet this pressing 
educational need. Students use 
a printed textbook/CD-ROM 
package for self-paced statistics 
learning.  

A companion course web site 
developed by Simmons serves 
as the “online emcee.” The 
online component offers 
commentary on topics covered 
in the text, practice problems, 
and administers graded 
homework assignments and 
exams. WebStat provides high 
quality statistics education 
online.

Version 3 of the course, 
which incorporates a 
number of interactive 
enhancements, is 
currently in session.

All graduate schools at Simmons 
require courses in statistics and/or 
research methods.  Webstat is 
being adapted for use in the 
School of Social Work.
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