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Fluency with Information Technology: What Do Our Students Need To Know?

Overview

In the spring of 2004, a Fluency with
Information Technology Task Force
(FIT) was formed to determine the FIT
education needs of all undergraduate
students in the College of Arts and
Sciences.

Through careful deliberation, the Task
Force developed a rubric of FIT
intellectual capabilities, conceptual
understandings, and skills that every
Simmons graduate needs to succeed
personally, interpersonally,
professionally, and as a productive
member of society.

Over the summer, the PTRC worked
with the Task Force to develop a
baseline assessment of incoming
students’ FITness. Assessment
results indicate that, despite
considerable access to computers and
the Internet, incoming Simmons
students are poorly prepared to live,
learn, and work in a technology-rich
society. Incoming students need the
most help with higher order thinking:
problem diagnosis and solving; media
literacy (assessing the accuracy and
integrity of web sites and digital
media); and grappling with the
ethical challenges associated with
technology.

Project Goals

Articulate expectations for
graduating CAS students’ fluency
with information technology.
Develop strategies for assessment of:
= Student FITness (incoming,
midpoint, and graduating)
= Existing FITness-building
opportunities (across the
curriculum, co-curricular, in
the Library and PTRC, etc.)
= The program itself

= Offer support and incentives for

enhancing the FITness-building
opportunities in CAS courses.

= Provide students and advisors

with the information they
need to identify and address
student FITness learning needs.
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EDIBLE YACCINATIONS

Waccinating people with edible plants is a new
idea that appears to hold great promise

MNSF and other government agencies are
funding research that could make vaccinating
large groups of people easier and smoother.
MNSF provides funds for the research that has
developed much of the knowledge and many of
the tools necessary to engineer plants in order
to deliver vaccines in an edible form

Current research is focused at mixing viral or
bacterial DMNA in a formula, which is then
inserted into soil bacteria. When a plant takes
anthe bacteria, therapsutic DNA becomes
stitched into the plant's genetic makeup

Click onthe arrows below
to view the answers

Why are edible

vaccines so As the plant grows, its cells start to produce
important for the . whatever proteins the new genes are designed

Sample Question: You are
doing background research
for a science project. In
addition to perusing library
sources, you decide to go
online and see what's
available. You come across
these two web sites. Which
site do you think is more
credible? How did you decide
which site to pick? What
evidence helped you select
the most credible site?
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forum for public discussion.

Alerts & Advisories NEW
gn-up to receive periodic safety
lletins from DHMO. org

suﬁﬁe stions.

Wielcoms to the web site for the
Dihydrogen Monozide Research Division
(DMED), currently located in Newark,
Delaware. The controversy surrounding
dihydrogen monexide has never been mere Prograrm
widely debated, and the goal of this site is to
provide an unbiased data clearinghouse and a

Ezxplore our many Special Eeports, including
the DHIMO FAQ, a definitive primer on the
subject, plus reports on the eovironment,
cancer, current research, and an insider expose
about the use of DHMO in the dairy industry.

Mational Consurner
Coalition Against DHWMO
Environrmental Protection
Agency

DMIH Mational Toxicolony
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Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention
Armnerican Cancer Society
Green Party, Mew Zealand
Sandia Mational
Laboratories

Sierra Club

Greenpeace

The success of this site depends on you, the
citizen concerned about Dibydrogen
Monoxids. We welcome your cornments and
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